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Mark 10: 46 – 52  Year B 

Healing of Bartimaeus 

 

“What do you want me to do for you?  If Jesus suddenly 

appeared to you one day and asked you that question, what 

would you say?  For some of you, there may be one singular 

burning issue or need, a hope, a desire that is constantly in 

your prayers, your mind, you would know what to ask for 

straight off the bat.  Some of you may need time to think.  

Others of you might be a little more expansive and produce a 

shopping list of wants.  

 

 “What do you want me to do for you?” I used to find that a 

strange thing for Jesus to say to a blind man.  For me it falls 

into a category I call the bleedin’ obvious.  Jesus, the blind man 

obviously wants to see.  But Jesus’ question has at least a 

twofold purpose.  Just before this encounter, two disciples, 

James and John, have come to Jesus with a request, “Teacher, 

we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you” – not shy in 

coming forward then. And Jesus responds, “What is it you want 

me to do for you?”   Same question, and James and John reply 

“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 

your glory”.  Again, not shy in coming forward! 
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Jesus has been teaching his disciples about his rapidly 

approaching suffering and death.  About the difficulties and 

complexities of true discipleship, and this is what James and 

John choose to focus on. They have just shown Jesus that they 

are completely missing the mark about what it means to be a 

disciple: following Jesus even when it involves suffering and  

leads to painful places, humbly serving others. They aren’t 

living in the here and now, in the terrible reality of Jesus’ 

approaching death. They are ignoring that, willfully blind, 

instead choosing to fill their heads with visions of future, 

personal glory and power.  

 

I wonder how close James and John were standing to Jesus 

when he asks Bartimaeus the same question.  Did they squirm, 

did the other disciples look pointedly at them? “What do you 

want me to do for you?”  “My teacher, let me see again”.  Of 

course Bartimaeus is talking about obtaining physical sight, but 

this healing is also a metaphor for the spiritual blindness of all 

the disciples and their continuing inability to grasp the 

significance of what Jesus is saying about his approaching 

suffering and death. Their eyes need to be opened, just as 

much as Bartimaeus’ do.  
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“What do you want me to do for you?”  I have no doubt Jesus 

knew all along what Bartimaeus wanted, knew the desire of his 

heart.  But Jesus still asked anyway.  Why?  Why does Jesus 

ask when he already knows the answer? It’s a bit like prayer 

isn’t it. If God knows what we are going to ask, why bother to 

ask, why pray at all?  It’s a question that has perplexed 

Christians for centuries.  

 

Origen, a 2nd century theologian, was asking the same 

question. Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury 

phrases Origen’s response like this: 

God knows, of course, what we are going to say and do, but 

God has decided that he will work out his purposes through 

what we decide to say and do.  So, if it is God’s will to bring 

something about, some act of healing or reconciliation, some 

change for the better in the world, he has chosen that your 

prayer is going to be part of a set of causes that makes it 

happen.  So you’d better get on with it, as you and your prayer 

are part of God’s overall purpose for the situation in which he is 

going to work.1 

 

Jesus knew what Bartimaeus desired.  And Jesus desired to 

heal Bartimaeus for his sake. But I think Bartimaeus was also 

part of Jesus’ purpose to remind the disciples that the kingdom 

                                                      
1 “Being Christian”, Rowan Williams, SPCK, 2014, p.65. 
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of God was about healing the sick, bringing hope and dignity to 

the poor and marginalised, not about who was going to get the 

good seats and celebrity status in heaven. 

 

“What do you want me to do for you?”  I believe Jesus also 

asked this because he wanted Bartimaeus to do what he 

desires from all of us.  To approach him in all honesty, in faith, 

and speak out that which we are often too afraid to hope for, to 

admit to ourselves, let alone God -  that which we yearn for 

whatever it is. God wants us to come with our hopes and our 

faith. Who knows, perhaps our very act of speaking out is part 

of God’s “set of causes” that make it happen.  At times we just 

need to be brave. 

 

Brave like Bartimaeus.  When Bartimaeus finally hears that 

Jesus is in Jericho, Jesus is already heading out of town with a 

large crowd.  So Bartimaeus causes a bit of a commotion to get 

his attention. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me” he cries 

out. It’s ironic that even before he regains his sight, Bartimaeus 

sees Jesus for who he truly is. Bartimaeus is being a nuisance, 

disrupting plans he isn’t included in. So the crowd try to shut 

him down.  Which gives me pause for thought.  Who have I 

tried to shut down or shut down, excluded from getting closer to 

Jesus because I’ve deemed them an inconvenience, been too 

impatient to make space for their needs?  Who have you? 
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But no one is an inconvenience to Jesus.  No one is beyond 

Jesus’ attention and care.  Jesus has got time even for a loud, 

disabled raggedy beggar. “Take heart; get up, he is calling 

you”, and you, and you, and you.  How much do you want 

Jesus’ mercy, enough to not let anything or anyone stand in 

your way? 

 

Bartimaeus doesn’t. He throws off his cloak and eagerly springs 

up. Bartimaeus shows great faith in Jesus’ ability to heal him, 

he leaves behind his cloak, no small gesture for a poor, 

disabled beggar who would not have had much to call his own.  

It’s as if Bartimaeus is already throwing off his old life with the 

throwing off of his cloak.  Bartimaeus’ brave, persistent faith 

brings about that which he so desires.  He regains his sight and 

begins to follow Jesus. Bartimaeus stands as a metaphor for 

the ability to see spiritual truths and true discipleship. 

Sometimes the least likely people are the ones who just get it.   

 

“What do you want me to do for you?” In the next few moments 

I invite you to sit quietly and  imagine Jesus is asking you that 

question right now.  Are you brave enough to give him a 

response?  
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